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Dear Museum Supporters,

For 28 years, the Children’s Museum 
Tucson has inspired children 
and their families to reach 
their full potential through 
discovery, creativity and 
learning.  In just the past 
4 years, the Museum has 
undergone a complete 
transformation!  Your 
support has made this 
possible and we are 
thrilled to share some 
of the successes your 
contributions brought about.

In 2014, we completed the final 
major renovation at the Museum. Build It! is an experiential 
exhibit dedicated to engineering and hands-on, brain 
building fun. Community events drew strong attendance 
and allowed us to partner with over 100 non-profits and 
organizations serving families locally. CMT’s educational 
programming was re-imagined, and we received two awards 
from the Tucson Weekly Best of Tucson 2014: ‘Best Way to 
Entertain Kids During the Summer’ and ‘Best Birthday Party 
Place.’

Accessibility to the Museum is an overarching community 
issue. It is our philosophy that experiencing the museum 
should be a right, not a privilege for the families of Southern 
Arizona. With your support we were able to ensure that 
financial hardship was not a barrier to experiencing the 
Children’s Museum Tucson.  Community support allowed 
the Museum to be open  10% of the year for reduced or free 
admission with programs such as Second Saturdays, STEAM 
Sundays and 5 free community events. These days focused 
on pertinent childhood issues such as literacy, health and 
wellness, and access to the arts and sciences, serving under-
served families from all over Arizona. 

Research shows that children who do not play often do not 
learn how to share or resolve conflicts, which frequently 
leads to social and behavioral problems.  Therefore, we 
strive to be an interactive educational resource for children. 
Through underwriting, the Museum provided scholarships 
to children from low-income schools to participate in 
Adventure Learning Programs at no cost.  The Museum 
held professional development sessions for 300 teachers 
from at-risk schools and provided outreach throughout the 
community.

Your support allows us to continue reimagining our 
programming and exhibits so that they may inspire a lifelong 
love of learning in children. Our success has prepared us 
to expand the Museum into Oro Valley. Please join us as 
we open our first satellite location in spring of 2015! In the 
meantime, thank you for making Children’s Museum Tucson a 
great place for families to come play, grow and learn together. 

Michael Luria
Executive Director

Dear Friends,

Your Children’s Museum is better than ever!  As we 
celebrate a period of growth unlike any other in the 
Museum’s history, we would like to share with you the 
highlights of a fantastic year and thank you for your 
support.  

Any way you look at it, the Children’s Museum Tucson is 
flourishing.  Serving more families than ever before, the 
Museum is celebrating a newly imagined Museum.  Your 
investment in the Museum has produced all new exhibits 
and an engaging learning environment for generations to 
share.  Each visit provides an opportunity for discovery 
and exploration, with themes that support early childhood 
education and Arizona academic standards – all in a fun, 
engaging learning environment.  Your support brings out 
the scientist, artist, veterinarian, firefighter and architect 
in more than 161,000 visitors each year.

Through robust school tour and outreach programs, 
the Museum is reaching a more diverse audience and 
sharing the benefits of hands-on learning with children 
from across southern Arizona.  Children who might 
not otherwise have the opportunity to discover the 
educational opportunities at the Museum are exploring, 
creating and imagining in all new ways.  Your commitment 
to the Children’s Museum Tucson allows schoolchildren 

and families to enjoy the Museum for free or 
greatly reduced rates dozens of times 

throughout the year.  Monthly 
community events encourage 

families to discover and engage 
in an interactive, screen-free 
setting, where imagination and 
learning connect!  This type of 
environment only happens in 
a supportive community and 

we are most grateful for your 
commitment to the Museum’s 

success.

We are excited about our future, 
in particular the expansion to a satellite 

location with the Children’s Museum Oro Valley, in Spring, 
2015.  Your support helps launch this first ever expansion 
to a new location in order to reach more families and 
target early childhood education.  We are thrilled to 
continue to grow and be part of a vital community that 
values education and families. 

While we take a moment to thank the leadership team 
of the Museum, our Board of Directors and dedicated 
staff, we must also thank you for helping us achieve so 
much this past year.  If you haven’t been to the Children’s 
Museum Tucson recently, I invite you to visit, take a tour, 
bring your family and enjoy being young or young at heart!

Thank you for your support,

Bob Janus
President, Board of Directors
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What You Will Find at Your  
Children’s Museum Tucson
In the past four years every exhibit at Children’s Museum Tucson has been 
renovated, reimagined or newly created. This has taken an investment of 
over $1,200,000 and the results are fantastic.  Exhibits have become more 
interactive, educational and outreach programming has grown and our 
community events have flourished. These improvements have resulted in 
strong growth, best represented by a six year attendance increase of 82%. 
Children, parents and the entire family explore and connect in ways not 
possible anywhere else.  These successes have prepared us to venture 
into new endeavors such as the NEW Children’s Museum Oro Valley. 

Children’s Museum Oro Valley                       
launches in spring, 2015!
Children’s Museum Tucson is excited to share the news about our partnership with the Town of Oro Valley for 
the new Children’s Museum Oro Valley (CMOV)!   CMOV will open at the Shops at Steam Pump Village in the 
heart of Oro Valley.   The new Museum will have an early childhood education focus, with exhibits centered 
on Creativity, Early Learners and Health & Wellness.  The target audience will be children ages 0 – 5 and their 
families and caregivers, with an emphasis on arts, literacy and science based activities.  Your support helps 
launch this new Museum, for families to play, learn and discover together – thank you! 

The Children’s Museum Oro Valley experience includes:

“The Children’s Museum Oro Valley will be a gathering point for families to play and learn and grow together. 
The town of Oro Valley puts education first for families, and we value the new Children’s Museum as an 
important investment in the future of our community’s children.  Having a safe environment to nurture the love 
of learning in our youngest and brightest is a promise from which we all benefit.”  

- Satish Hiremath, Oro Valley Mayor
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Exhibits
Bodyology
All about health and wellness, this room allows children and families to learn about their bodies 
and making smart food choices.  Kids love the orchard and garden where they can pick ‘real’ fruit, 
as well as the juice bar and grocery where they can make healthy choices.  Stop by the Grossology 
Wall where you can interact with an oversized nose, mouth, ear, eye, heart and lungs. 

Electri-City
This room teaches children all about energy.  Get your electrical juices flowing while learning which 

type of bulb takes more power to run with the recent addition of the 3 Bulb Crank.  Follow the 
circuits to make the entire new City of Lights illuminate!  Learn how to generate your own 

electricity with Giant Generator, Solar Crank or Jacob’s Ladder. It’s electrifying!

Gravity Room 
Formerly the original Build It!, this Gravity Room features components that defy 
gravity.  Spin the Recycle Bicycle Wheel or be mesmerized by Marble Madness.  
Families can play with the Ball Wall or Caterpillar Thriller, creating their own 
gravity maze. 

Imaginarium
The Museum is proud of the success we have experienced with our Art Studio 

over the last year.  Recently renamed the Imaginarium, the focus is to capture 
and promote the energy of creativity.  This space encourages children and their 

families to expand their imaginations by stimulating their senses and curiosity.  
Activity stations include guided art instruction, exploration of mark making and surface 

textures, maker tables for object creation, multi-medium easels, slate tables for water 
painting and a 3D chalk totem. 

Investigation Station
This exhibit allows children a hands-on approach to STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math).  Learn how air flows through the giant airways tubes, how 
gravity brings everything back to Earth with the Bernoulli Blowers and the Power Pump 
Seats and how sound and light moves. 

Pet Vet
Recently rated as the favorite exhibit of members, this ‘small but mighty’ space allows 
children to pretend they are veterinarians.  Whether at the wash and dry station, 
looking at x-rays or experimenting with the kid-friendly microscope, children will enjoy 
caring for their furry friends!

Public Safety
Every child loves make-believe and this is the place to do it!  Play police officer, 
firefighter or EMT as you ride our full-sized motorcycle, sit in the cab of our historic 
fire truck or drive the ‘Kid-u-lance.’  This captivating exhibit has first responder 

uniforms for kids to role play, making the experience even more fun.

Tech Topia
This exhibit highlights technology in various fun and interactive ways.  The 
newly added touch table provides interactive games for the whole family, 
while the recent addition of Airbrush allows two children to digitally 
draw simultaneously on the wall.  Children learn creatively with the 
ever-popular Shadow Mosaic and Bug Rug, utilizing gesture recognition 
software for maximum fun.
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Wee World
Wee World has quickly become a favorite area for parents with children ages 4 and 
under.  Children can drive the carrot car or make a seven-course dinner in the 
kitchen area.  Watch as your little ones balance and roam through the Climbing 
Castle and Forest.  With developmental, sensory, climbing and make-believe 
spaces, there is nothing in Wee World a new crawler or walker cannot do!

Whistle Stop
Train conductors are encouraged to climb aboard our custom CMT train!  
From the electric train that runs high above your head to the interactve walls 
and toy trains, this exhibit is sure to excite kids and kids at heart.  Make sure to 
light the headlight and  blow the whistle... All Aboard!

Brain Building with hands-on math, 
design & engineering!

The New Build It!
Our newest exhibit encourages children to discover, create, and connect through 
experiential building.  With over-sized construction materials such as Rig-Ama-Jig, Kiva 
Planks and Imagination Blocks, budding engineers and architects use muscle and brain 
power to shape their landscape in engaging ways through constructive problem solving.

Programs
Adventure Learning Programs
The Adventure Learning School Programs at the Museum are designed to inspire learning 
and complement school curriculum while tapping into the strengths of the Museum’s 
exhibits.  The Museum offers nine programs for pre-Kindergarten to fourth grade children 
with focus areas that are content rich, aligned with Arizona Academic Standards and ignite 
imagination and curiosity.  With topics like Grossology, Little Science – Big Fun!, and Math 
Mosaics, teachers and kids alike delight in interactive brain-building activities.

Children’s Museum Tucson partners with schools across the region, providing sponsored 
programs and outreach with the intent of reaching under-served populations.  In the 
2014 school year, 12,000 children and teachers expanded their minds with our Adventure Learning Programs.  
Community support allowed nearly half of the children to participate free of charge.  The number of visitors to 
the Museum has increased by 82% in the past six years, and the need for creative solutions to supplementing 
school curriculum is growing.

The ability for the Children’s Museum Tucson to serve the community and provide at-risk, low-income children 
with the opportunity to participate in an Adventure Learning Program is dependent on grants and donations 
to underwrite the cost of the tour and bus transportation.  With your funding, these students are able to 
participate in this educational and meaningful experience.  Without donations from supporters like you, 
CMT would not be able to reach the many schools and children that seek out these unique learning 
experiences and may be able to benefit from them the most. 

Wee Move
This structured fitness program helped youngsters learn how to sit, listen and take turns, as 
well as various social and team-building skills.  Evolving over the years with new programs every 
week, Wee Move had its last hurrah and helped launch the next generation of Early Education 
Programs at the Museum, including Wee Wiggle and Wee Explore.
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Wee Wiggle
Wee Wiggle is a freestyle exercise program tailored for our youngest visitors, ages six months 
to four years old.  This program encourages parents to play with their children, inviting them to 
shake their sillies out together.  Parents and children participate in a singing circle, camp under a 

parachute and listen to stories of adventure and mystery.  Up to 25 kids and their parents take 
part in each Wee Wiggle program weekly.

Wee Play
Wee Play fosters a love of literacy for children ages four and younger with their parents 
and caregivers.  Wee Play opens with story time and is enhanced with play, singing songs, 
making bubbles and crafting.  The focus is on getting children ready for the social and 
academic expectations of preschool or Kindergarten.  Wee play is offered five days a 
week, helping kids build confidence and school-readiness skills.

New for 2015: Wee Explore
Introduced in October, 2014, the all new Wee Explore early childhood program is all about 

making STEM disciplines – Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math, accessible for early 
learners.  Children ages 3 – 5 enjoy hands-on science experiments, learning about concepts like 
gravity, design, making predictions and patterning.  The Museum is helping grow the minds of 
future engineers, architects and scientists, lighting a creative spark for discovery and lifelong 
learning.

STEAM Sundays
STEAM Sundays is a weekly, summer-long series of specialized programming with hands-
on educational activities that focus on STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art & 
Mathematics) disciplines.  The 2014 STEAM Sundays were particularly exciting, in that they 
added the Art element to the reimagined STEM programming and made use of the Museum’s 
newest exhibit, The Imaginarium.  Our dedicated Education Department facilitated fun 
academic activities for preschool through middle school age children all summer long.

With generous underwriting support, more than 14,000 children and their families visited the 
Museum during the 15 weeks of STEAM Sundays in 2014.  The Children’s Museum Tucson will 
continue to partner with outside organizations to assist with our STEAM based programming so 
the Museum can offer visitors unique and diverse learning experiences in summer, 2015.  

2nd Saturdays
The 2nd Saturdays of the month are great days to get your family to the Museum! 

Arts programming takes center stage on 2nd Saturdays, with specialized programming 
and activities for young learners.  CMT brings in partners from various arts-related 
organizations in the community, sharing the importance of hands-on art and creativity 
with children and their families. 

 Special days like STEAM Sundays and 2nd Saturdays are possible because of your 
support.  The Children’s Museum Tucson is committed to providing accessibility to all 

our community’s children.  With your generous underwriting support, the Museum is 
able to offer the greatly reduced admission price of $2 per person for STEAM Sundays 

throughout the summer and 2nd Saturdays all year long.

Community Events at the Museum
The Museum hosts five annual events providing resources on topics important to families. These 
community events offer free admission, making the Museum accessible to all.  In conjunction 
with our partner organizations, CMT provides families opportunities to connect and learn from 
other educational organizations all in one place. The 2014 annual events were: Beyond, Family 
SCIFest, Let’s Get Fit!, Love of Literacy, and FAME.
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Beyond
Held every January, Beyond is a joyous outdoor gathering to get people of all ages moving!  
This fun-filled fitness day encourages Tucsonans to meet friends and neighbors, celebrate 
the spirit of our community and enjoy the beauty of our region.  Free admission to the 
Museum helps kick off the new year with this family focused celebration.

Family SCIFest
The third annual Family SCIFest was a rousing success, bringing children together with 
explosive, hair-raising, jaw-dropping science fun.  This science festival supplements the 
Museum’s deep commitment to engaging children in STEM activities in a captivating way. 
The Family SCIFest is part of Arizona SciTech Festival, a state-wide celebration of science, 
technology, engineering and math held annually in spring.  Returning in 2015, Family SCIFest 
will bring together even more science demonstrations, experiments and families.

Let’s Get Fit!

Focused on health and wellness, Let’s Get Fit! promotes a healthy, active lifestyle for children and 
adults alike.  From climbing a rock wall to taking in a cooking demonstration or learning gardening 
tips, there’s fun for the whole family.  There are also 20 partners in the medical and wellness 
community on hand to present activities for children and to distribute important information to 
parents about health and wellness resources available in Pima County.

Love of Literacy
Love of Literacy is a mini Festival of Books just for children. Dozens of community partners join the 
Museum to encourage and promote early literacy and the life-long habit of reading. With a focus on book 
give-aways, literacy-based activities and theatrical performances, literacy is brought to life.  Although the 
event is a one day affair, literacy is supported at the Museum during the entire month of September with a 
book drive and daily literacy activities.

FAME (Family Arts and Music Experience) 
FAME is a day filled with art, music and dance.  The Museum teams up with community 
partners to offer interactive art activities, dance performances and special musical 
experiences.  FAME is a symphony for the senses and promotes the importance of art and 
culture as part of every child’s learning experience.

New for 2015: Zoom Zoom, A Transportation Extravaganza
Discover all the ways you can GO! at the Children’s Museum Tucson as we celebrate the 
many modes of transportation.  Kids love firetrucks, earth movers, hot rods, bicycles, 
tractors, ambulances… if it rolls, we’ve got it!  This oversized event is sure to inspire 
creativity, role playing and a greater understanding of what people in our community do to 
help keep things moving.

Fundraisers
10th Annual Father’s Day Weekend Golf Classic
The Children’s Museum Tucson hosted our 10th annual Father’s Day Weekend 
Golf Classic at the beautiful El Conquistador Country Club.  The event was well 
attended and highlighted by great raffle prizes, food and of course, PLAY!

An Evening of Play
The Museum’s signature event, An Evening of Play showcases the Museum 
with a selection of live artistic performances, savory culinary creations from 
Tucson’s best chefs, and playful libations.  This adults-only evening invites you 
to let out your inner child to see, touch, hear and play with our latest exhibits!   
Business professionals, community leaders and supporters come together to 
enjoy and support the Museum. 
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Financial Information  

Revenues & Support 2014 2013

Contributions  262,413   357,505

Government Grants  106,911   107,903

Admissions  351,874    341,075 

Memberships 129,427  109,184 

Gift Shop Sales 40,949   53,807 

Program Revenues  87,055   85,070 

Special Event Revenues 143,128   144,794

Donated Space  71,280   71,280 

In kind, Interest & Miscellaneous  5,119   4,928  

Debt Forgiven  33,786  33,786

Total Income  1,231,942  1,309,332

  

Functional Expenses 2014 2013

Programs and Exhibits  1,149,815   979,950 

Management and General  110,203   128,043 

Fundraising  113,659   112,107 

Total Functional Expenses 1,373,677   1,220,100 

  

Cost of Sales — Gift Shop  21,440  26,825 

Direct Costs of Special Events  45,318   48,726 

Total Expenses  1,440,435   1,295,651 

  

Increase in unrestricted  
net assets  88,536   72,572 

Increase (decrease) in temporarily  
restricted net assets  (96,645)  (10,434)

Increase in Net Assets  (8,109)   62,138 

Contributions
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Government 
Grants
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Admissions
$351,874

Memberships
$129,427

Program
Revenues
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Revenues
$143,128

Donated 
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$33,786
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Donors
$50,000 & Up
Ruth McCormick Tankersley 
Charitable Trust

$20,000 - $49,999
Arizona Commission on the Arts
Armstrong McDonald Foundation
Pima County
Providence Service Corporation
Tucson Electric Power Company
Tucson Medical Center
The Wolslager Foundation

$10,000 - $19,999
Cox Charities
Frances Chapin Philanthropic Fund
Freeport McMoRan Sierrita 
Operation

Joseph Stanley Leeds Foundation
Tucson Pima Arts Council
Wells Fargo Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Asarco, LLC
ASU Office of Public Affairs
Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
 Arizona, Inc.
Caterpillar, Inc. and Caterpillar 
Foundation

Community Partnership of 
Southern Arizona

Country Fair White Elephant, Inc.
Dairy Council of Arizona
Jenine and Phil Dalrymple
The Eugene C. and Wiletta F. 
Denton Family Foundation

Ryan George and Kimberly Evans
First Things First
The Foundations
Fred and Christine Armstrong 
Foundation

Dr. Douglas and Mrs. Anne Holsclaw
Research Corporation for Science 
Advancement

Southwest Energy, LLC
Target
The University of Arizona Medical 
Center - Diamond Children’s

U.S. Bank
The Zuckerman Community 
Outreach Foundation

$1,000 - $4,999
Alliance Bank of Arizona
Arizona Technology Council 
Foundation

Bank of America

BeachFleischman PC
The CarMax Foundation
Evelyn Carswell-Bing
Casino del Sol Resort
Jiravud Chanvitayapongs
Chestnut Building & Design
Citi
Tom and Vicky Curtis
Diamond Foundation
Michael and Kathryn Dwyer
General Growth Properties, Inc.
Pamela Grissom
Tom Groh
Bob and Anna Janus
Rory and Elizabeth Juneman
Carla Keegan
Kinerk, Schmidt & Sethi, PLLC
Troy E. and Kimiko Larkin
Lovitt & Touche
Madden Preprint Media
Christian and Jennifer Moher
Perimeter Bicycling Association
Chuck and Pat Pettis
Pima County Health Department
Pima County JTED
Pima Federal Credit Union
Planetary Science Institute
Shelley Pozez & Bill Holmes
R & A CPAs
Remedy Intelligent Staffing
Rosemont Copper
Dr. and Mrs. Herschel Rosenzweig
Dr. Gulshan and Mrs. Neelam Sethi
Slattery Petersen, PLLC
Southwest Gas Corporation
The UA Mel and Enid Zuckerman 
College of Public Health

Veterinary Specialty Center of 
Tucson

Visit Tucson
Brett and Amy Welander
Wells Fargo Wealth Management 
Group

Whole Foods Market - River 
William L. & Ruth T. Pendleton 
Memorial Fund

The Wings Like Eagles Foundation
Dale and Michelle Woolridge

$500 - $999
A R Financial Strategies
Advanced Payroll Concepts, LLC
Aztec Flooring
Mica and Jeffrey Bane
Christy Bell

Christy and Justin Beth
BGR Financial Group
Bleaman Law Firm, PC
Kim and Don Bourn
Wardell Brown and Teresa Brickell
Russell Burns
Garold Clark
Gary Cohen
Steve and Peg Denny
Jennifer Lohse and Jason DePizzo
Daniela and Joe DiPonio
DM Lovitt Insurance Agency
Downtown Kitchen + Cocktails
Downtown Tucson Partnership
Lyuda and Craig Eisenman
Farhang & Medcoff
Michael and Karen Fisher
Kent and Rebecca Foster
Karen and Michael Gerling
Gietl & Strutz Insurance
Rupert and Evelyn Groh
Peter Gutierrez
HS Lopez Family Foundation
Kevin Hunt
Jim Click Automotive Team
Life is Good Chiropractic
Loop Jean Company
Ryan Mazura
Patrick and Shelley McLaughlin
Merrill Lynch - Stuchen Levy Group
Mesch, Clark & Rothschild, P.C.
Mary and Kyle Mokhtarian
New Belgium Brewing Company
Melissa Norvelle
OMG Logistics
Christine and Frederick Petersen
Professional Practice Strategies, 
LLC

Gordon and Cynthia Reynolds
Josh and Galena Robinson
Tara Scherrer
Dev and Olivia Sethi
Smithco Enterprises, Inc.
Elizabeth Soulliard
Kay Starkey
Lucas Thornton
Matthew Thrasher
University of Arizona Foundation
U.S. Bank Matching Gift Program
Michael and Hilary Van Alsburg
Wendy’s of Tucson

Donations from July 1, 2013 – June 30, 2014
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Board of Directors and Staff

Board of Directors
Bob Janus, President
Gordon Reynolds, President-Elect
Patrick McLaughlin, Vice President
Lyuda Eisenman, Treasurer
Amy Welander, Secretary
Dr. Elizabeth Juneman, Executive Committee
Troy E. Larkin, Executive Committee

Barry Benson
Brighid Brown
Buck Brown
Gary Cohen
Jenine Dalrymple
Kent Foster
Felipe Garcia
Bill Holmes
Scott McDonald
Dr. Christian Moher
Alicia Moura
Maricela Robles
Tara Scherrer
Greg Taylor
Dr. Dale Woolridge

Board Member Emeritus
Evelyn Carswell-Bing

Staff
Michael Luria, Executive Director
Annette Mather, Director of Operations
Autumn Rentmeester, Director of Development
Hilary Van Alsburg, Director of Philanthropy & 
Learning

Kevin Mills, Director of Exhibits
Daniela Siqueiros, Marketing & Community Relations 
Manager

Lucinda Brown, Membership Coordinator
Jennifer Phillips, Education, Event & Volunteer 
Coordinator

Amy Plopper, Development Coordinator
Rachel Ramos, Accountant
Latifah Street, Manager of Guest Experiences
Coppelia Tarantal, ECE Specialist
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Children’s Museum Tucson
200 S. Sixth Avenue
Tucson, AZ 85701
520-792-9985
ChildrensMuseumTucson.org

Like us on Facebook:  
facebook.com/ChildrensMuseumTucson
Check us out on Twitter:  
twitter.com/ChildMuseumTuc


