
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Art of Color tour and classroom curriculum materials are an innovative way to introduce color and 
basic concepts of art to preschoolers.  Using a variety of learning techniques, children will learn about 
color through books, songs, gardening, and craft activities.  These activities are designed to tap into the 
creativity of children by utilizing the artistic world surrounding their environment. 
 
Suggested Pre/Post Visit Lessons 
 
I AM AN ARTIST 
 
Lesson Outline 

• Language and Literacy Standard: Strand 1 Oral Language Development; Concept 1 Listening 
and Understanding 

• Fine Arts Standard: Strand 1 Visual Art; Concept 1 Creating Art 
 

Objectives: 
1.   Listening to a story being read aloud 

 2.   Introducing the definition of “art” 
 3.   Completing a coloring page utilizing watercolor paints 
 
Summary:  I Am An Artist explores the meaning of art and how it can be discovered to exist within 
each child.  After reading this story, students will have the opportunity to explore what art means to 
them through the use of watercolors.  
 
Book:  I Am An Artist by Pat Collins 
 
Supplies:  Black and white coloring pages, watercolor paints, paint brushes and cups 
 
Pre-Assessment:  
 Pre-Reading Discussion 

• Show students the cover of the book and read the title aloud.  Discuss the cover with 
questions such as:  “What is art?  Where can you find art?  Who can be an artist?” 

 
Procedure: Read the story aloud, showing pictures as you read, and ask the children questions about 
what they see and if they think what they are seeing is art.   
 
Closure: 
 Post-Reading Discussion 

The Art of Color 
Color Your World! 



• Ask students if they think they are artists.  Go around the room and ask the children if they 
can see and identify “art” in the classroom. 

 
Post-Reading Activity 
• Each student may choose a coloring page – choices should include landscapes, flowers, 

animals, or people. Using watercolor paints, students should concentrate on technique, 
color choices, and details while exploring a new art medium.  Encourage them to mix 
colors. * Be sure to label projects with student names. 

 
 
HAROLD AND THE PURPLE CRAYON 
 
Lesson Outline 

• Language and Literacy Standard:  Strand 1 Oral Language Development; Concept 1 Listening 
and Understanding 

• Fine Arts Standard:  Strand 1 Visual Art; Concept 3 Art as Inquiry 
 

Objectives: 
 1.   Listening to a story being read aloud 
 2.   Identifying the color purple and exploring artistic creativity 
 3.   Engaging in a “monochromatic” story craft 
 
Summary: Harold and the Purple Crayon explores creativity, the color purple, and the concept of 
monochromatic art.  After reading, students will make their own monochromatic book. 
 
Book:  Harold and the Purple Crayon by Crockett Johnson 
 
Supplies:  Crayons and white paper “bound” like a book 
 
Pre-Assessment:  
 Pre-Reading Discussion 

• Read the title of the book and display the cover to the children. Discuss with questions 
such as:  “What color is Harold holding in the picture?  Can you draw a picture with only 
one color?  What is your favorite color?” 

 
Procedure:  Read the story aloud, showing pictures as you read.  Remember to be animated while 
reading and make sure to talk about the various pictures Harold draws along the way.  
 
Closure: 
 Post-Reading Discussion 

• Discuss how each illustration in the book emphasizes the color purple.  Emphasize the 
variation of subjects in Harold’s drawings that show creativity and self expression.  The 
storyline is dynamic and unexpected. 



 Post-Reading Activity 
• Pages should be stapled together or hole-punched and tied with yarn to create a simple 

blank book.  Children are encouraged to choose a single color crayon. Discuss some 
possible starting points for a story.  “Where would you like to go for your next vacation?” 
OR “What is the most exciting adventure you can imagine?”  Next, allow children to freely 
illustrate their book and tell the story through the illustrations.  If time allows, children can 
share their finished project with the class.  *Be sure to write children's names on 
projects.   

 
 
PLANTING A RAINBOW 
 
Lesson Outline 

• Language and Literacy Standard:  Strand 1 Oral Language Development; Concept 1 Listening 
and Understanding 

• Science Standard:  Strand 1 Inquiry; Concept 1 Observations, Questions and Hypothesis 
• Fine Arts Standard:  Strand 1 Visual Art; Concept 1 Creating Art 

 
Objectives: 

1.  Listening to a story being read aloud 
 2.  Identifying colors of the rainbow and flower types 
 3.  Making and decorating a rainbow shaker 
 4.  Creating and maintaining a container flower garden 
 
Summary:  Planting a Rainbow explores the colors of the rainbow and flower types.  After reading this 
story students will have the opportunity to make their own rainbow and grow a garden in the 
classroom.  
 
Book:  Planting a Rainbow by Lois Ehlert 
 
Craft Supplies:  White paper plates, beans, stapler, crayons, hole puncher and colorful ribbon 
 
Garden Supplies:  Clear plastic cups, potting soil, flower seeds, sharpie marker 
 
 Pre-Assessment:  
 Pre-Reading Discussion 

• Show students the book, read the title, and discuss the colors on the front and back.  
Discuss using questions such as: “What colors do you see when you go outside?  Where do 
you find these colors outside?” 

 
Procedure:  Read the story aloud, showing pictures as you read, and discuss the colors and plants 
identified in the book. 
 
Closure: 
 Post-Reading Discussion 



• Review the colors in the rainbow.  Next, talk about which of the flowers have they seen 
before.  Ask if they have ever planted a garden, and, if so, what did they grow?  Flowers?  
Fruits?  Vegetables?  

 Post-Reading Activities 
• Rainbow Shaker:  Fold paper plates in half to form a rainbow shape, and staple around the 

edge leaving a small opening.  Pour beans into paper plate and staple opening closed.  
Children can color on the rainbow with crayons.  For a more decorative shaker, hole-punch 
the edges and tie colorful ribbons. 

 
• Classroom Garden:  Children will fill a cup with potting soil and plant their choice of 

seed(s) into the soil.  Place garden near sunlight and have the class regularly water the 
garden.  Roots and stems will soon be visible, followed by leaves and blooms.  * Be sure to 
write children's names on projects.   

 
 
ELMER’S COLORS (Los Colores de Elmer) 
 
Lesson Outline 

• Language and Literacy Standard:  Strand 1 Oral Language Development; Concept 1 Listening 
and Understanding; Strand 2 Pre-Reading Process Concept 1 Print Awareness 

• Fine Arts Standard:  Strand 1 Visual Art; Concept 1 Creating Art 
 

Objectives: 
1.  Listening to a story being read aloud 

 2.  Identifying colors of the rainbow in English and Spanish 
 3.  Making a colored tissue paper collage craft 
 4.  Reviewing colors written in English and Spanish 
 
Summary:  In the book, Elmer’s Colors (Los Colores de Elmer), you will be surprised to see how hard 
it is to find Elmer hiding with all of his colors.  After reading the book, students will make their own 
tissue paper Elmer and then work on learning the colors of the rainbow in both English and Spanish.  
 
Book:  Elmer’s Colors (Los Colores de Elmer) by David McKee 
 
Craft Supplies:  Black and white coloring pages of Elmer, glue and colored tissue paper squares 
  
Activity Supplies:  Large pieces of paper and colored markers 
 
 Pre-Assessment:  
 Pre-Reading Discussion 

• Show students the book and read the title.  Discuss with the students questions such as: 
“What type of animal is Elmer?  What colors do you see?  This book has titles in two 
languages; can you tell me what languages?” 

 
Procedure: Read the story aloud in English and Spanish making note of when you switch languages.   
 
Closure: 



 Post-Reading Discussion 
• Review the colors of the rainbow in both languages.  Discuss what shapes Elmer’s colors 

are in the book. Talk about how you know what something is by its color (i.e. strawberry or 
chocolate ice cream.)  See how many colors you can count in the classroom.  

 Post-Reading Activities 
• Each student gets a copy of the Elmer coloring page, glue and colored tissue squares.  

Glue on the tissue squares to make a colorful elephant just like Elmer!  Children can 
practice matching up the tissue squares to the squares on the page.  Allow glue to dry.  * 
Be sure to write children's names on projects.   

 
• Circle Time Activity:  Create signs spelling out the colors mentioned in the book in English 

and Spanish.  Each sign should have the color written in the color it represents. For 
example:  Red and Rojo, Black and Negro, Purple and Morado, Blue and Azul, Green and 
Verde, Yellow and Amarillo, Orange and Naranja, Pink and Rosa, White and Blanco.  Next, 
the facilitator should have the group sit down in a circle and hold up a sign.  Engage 
children to see if they know what the sign says.  Spell out the words pointing to each letter 
as you say it and then say the whole word.  As an alternative, use a white board and 
colored markers. 

 
 
RAINBOW FISH COLORS 
 
Lesson Outline 

• Language and Literacy Standard:  Strand 1 Oral Language Development; Concept 1 Listening 
and Understanding 

• Fine Arts Standard:  Strand 1 Visual Art; Concept 1 Creating Art Strand 2 Music and Creative 
Movement; Concept 1 Creating Music and Movement 

 
Objectives: 

1.  Listening to a story being read aloud 
2.  Identifying colors of the undersea world  
3.  Making a multi-colored rainbow fish craft 
4.  Singing a song and understanding the meaning of the words  

 
Summary:  Come with Rainbow Fish as he introduces you to the different colors of his friends in the 
ocean.  After the story, students will make their own ‘Rainbow Fish’ and sing a song about his colors. 
 
Book:  Rainbow Fish Colors by Marcus Pfister 
 
Supplies: Fish shapes cut out of blue construction paper (2 per craft), glue, stapler, newspaper and 
colored tissue paper cut into half circles.  Optional:  shiny scales and wiggly eyes 
 
Pre-Assessment:  

Pre-Reading Discussion 
• Show students the book and read the title.  Discuss using questions such as: “What animals 

live in the sea?  What colors are they?” 
 



Procedure: Read the story aloud showing pictures and discussing the colors of the Rainbow Fish’s 
friends. 
 
Closure: 

Post-Reading Discussion 
• Review the colors of Rainbow Fish and his friends.  Discuss what makes Rainbow Fish 

different (his shiny scales.) 

Post-Reading Activities 
• Each student gets two blue fish shapes cut out from construction paper, two wiggly eyes 

and various “scales” and glue.  Apply scales with a line of glue along the strait edge, start at 
tail and work your way forward towards the head.  Staple the two fish shapes together 
around the edge leaving the tail open.  Stuff fish with pieces of newsprint then staple tail 
together. * Be sure to write children's names on projects.   

 
• Circle Time Activity: Children listen and then repeat “The Rainbow Fish” song.  They can 

make their completed fish “swim” as they sing or ask the class to point to the colors as they 
are singing the song aloud.  Have the children make up their own fish movements to go 
with the song. 

The Rainbow Fish Song (to the tune of Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star) 
 
Red and orange, green and blue, 
shiny silver, purple too.  
All the colors that we know, rainbow fish has to show.  
Red and orange, green and blue,  
shiny silver, purple too. 
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